
“Tell people that no one is immune from getting
sucked in by Mormonism.” That was spoken by a
parent whose child had converted to Mormonism.
Each year more than 100,000 people in the United
States convert to Mormonism, the majority com-
ing from Protestant backgrounds. Some of those
are from WELS. It is not unusual for me to be con-
tacted by a family who has a member in the process
of joining the Mormon church. 
It’s not just inactive Christians who are joining either.
Many have attended our schools and worshiped 
regularly in our churches. The child of the parent
quoted above attended a Lutheran elementary school
and graduated from one of our prep schools.

MORMONS APPEAR TO BE CHRISTIAN
Many wonder how this could happen. But it also
would not surprise me if some wonder why we
should be concerned about this. 
Many Christians today are confused about Mor-
monism. Some are even convinced that it is a Chris-
tian religion. Sometimes people who have had family
members become Mormon are advised by their fel-
low Christians not to worry about it—just be happy
that they have religion in their lives. Others have
been urged by Christians to repent of being unloving
by calling Mormonism non-Christian.
In many ways, this confusion over Mormonism is
understandable. In the last few years the Mormon
church—officially known as the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints—has made a concerted
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effort to portray itself as Christian. It is presently conduct-
ing media campaigns in selected cities that picture ordi-
nary people who, by the way, are also Mormons. These ads
don’t mention Mormon teachings. Instead they direct
people to www.mormon.org, which clearly states that
Mormons are Christians.
It’s not just the Web site that says that. Mormons fervently
believe they are Christian and are deeply offended by any
thought that they aren’t.
On top of that they act and sound so Christian. They have
high morals. They talk about Jesus and his sacrifice for us.
They emphasize repentance and salvation. They use the Bible.
It takes more than a casual look at Mormonism to see its non-
Christian nature. It requires a look at the Mormon scriptures.

MORMONS ARE NOT CHRISTIAN
Consider this often quoted verse from the Book of Mor-
mon: “For we know that it is by grace that we are saved,
after all we can do” (2 Nephi 25:23). This stands in direct
contradiction to Ephesians 2:8,9, which states that we are
saved by grace and not by works. 
Or consider the goal laid out for Mormons in another one of
their scriptures. Speaking of those who remain faithful and
are married for all eternity, it says: “Then shall they be gods,
because they have no end; therefore shall they be from ever-
lasting to everlasting, because they continue; then shall they
be above all, because all things are subject unto them. Then
shall they be gods, because they have all power, and the an-
gels are subject unto them” (Doctrine and Covenants 132:20).
This goal of godhood, referred to as exaltation, is something
faithful Mormons are striving for.
Those are just two of many examples of non-Christian doc-
trine taught in the Mormon scriptures. But to see the non-
Christian nature of Mormonism we also have to look at what
is currently being taught. This is important because one of
the central tenets of Mormonism is ongoing revelation. Mor-
mons believe that God is still continuing to reveal his will, es-
pecially to the president of the Mormon church. They believe
that “it is the latest word from God that must be heeded, in
preference to any former revelation, however true” (Teachings
of the Living Prophets, p. 20). One of their prophets even
warned: “Beware of those who would pit the dead prophets
against the living prophets, for the living prophets always
take precedence” (Ibid., p. 20)
So what is being taught in Mormonism today? This is an
important question not only because of Mormonism’s em-
phasis on ongoing revelation but also because many think
that Mormonism has changed its doctrine. Fortunately its
current teachings are not difficult to determine because 
the Mormon church publishes numerous official manuals.
Gospel Principles, its basic manual, still teaches that Mor-
mons can become gods. One of the blessings given to those
who are exalted is, “They will become gods” (p. 277) 

How about that 2 Nephi passage? Is that still being stressed?
Another current manual, True to the Faith, after quoting 2
Nephi 25:23, states: “The phrase ‘after all we can do’ teaches
that effort is required on our part to receive the fullness of
the Lord’s grace and be made worthy to dwell with Him” 
(p. 77). In fact, the phrase, “after all we can do” constitutes
the daily marching orders for many faithful Mormons.
These are just two of the many non-Christian teachings of
Mormonism. There are many more. Mormonism teaches
that all people are spirit children of the heavenly Father and
Mother and lived in a pre-existent world. It proclaims that
God was once a man who now has a body. It says that Adam’s
fall was a great blessing. It asserts that Jesus paid for our sins
but we have to pay him back. It emphasizes that some of the
most important things anybody can do are works for the
dead, including being baptized and married for them. The 
list goes on and on.

NO ROOM FOR CONFUSION
In spite of all this, millions of people from Protestant back-
ground have become Mormons. The reasons are varied, but
two stand out. Many are attracted not only by the clean-cut
image of Mormons but also by their self-confidence. As an-
other parent commented on her son-in-law, “From day one,
he had his act together.” 
The other reason is that, as Chuck Swindoll remarked, “they
have the same vocabulary but they use a different dictionary.”
Mormonism defines almost every important theological term
differently than Christianity does. Salvation is equated to res-
urrection. Grace is not God’s undeserved love but an enabling
power he gives us. Repentance is not turning away from trust-
ing oneself to trusting in God. Rather it is a long and painful
process that includes abandoning, that is never repeating, the
sin. Couple this confusing terminology with a cursory exami-
nation of Mormonism’s teachings and add in the attraction of
a nice person, and you have a formula for spiritual disaster. 
That Mormonism is a formula for disaster—eternal disaster—
is something we dare not be confused about. Although Mor-
mons can be some of the nicest people we know, Mormonism
remains a non-Christian religion. Mormons are on a tragic
path away from God. We need to be clear on that so that we
will lovingly share the wonderful truth that we don’t have to 
do anything to be saved, because Jesus has done it all for us.
We also need to be clear on this so that we can warn Christians
who might be in danger of being drawn into Mormonism. 
Finally we need to see this clearly so that we will be sensitive 
to those who have family members who are Mormons. They
are hurting and need our understanding and support.
Don’t confuse nice Mormons with Mormonism. There is
nothing nice about Mormonism.

Mark Cares, president of Truth in Love Ministry, Nampa,
Idaho, is a member at Messiah, Nampa.

Learn more about Truth in Love Ministry on p. 21 and at
www.tilm.org.


